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STUDY QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

1.	 Bearing the concept of cognitive frameworks in mind, watch a story on the news or 
read a story in a newspaper. Consider how someone with cognitive frameworks 
different from yours might interpret the story, and compare that with your own inter-
pretation. Try this approach for both national and international news items.

2.	 Think of an example in which a politician framed a news story so that the public 
reached a conclusion that the politician desired. What skills do you need to be a 
critical consumer of the news? Do you have these skills?

3.	 Considering that most news outlets are commercial enterprises, what makes one 
news story preferable to another?

4.	 How can the journalistic norm of objectivity and the dramatic imperative lead to 
distortions of the news?

5.	 What is the mutual exploitation model, and how do economic forces and self-
interest drive the media and elites to choose to cater to each other’s needs?

mediamatters.org. Media Matters for America is devoted to exposing conser-
vative bias in the news.

www.americanpressinstitute.org. The American Press Institute, created by 
newspaper publishers, focuses on the training and development of journalists 
and news outlets.

www.thedailyshow.com. The site for The Daily Show with Jon Stewart sup-
ports the program, which takes a satirical approach to the day’s political news.

thecolbertreport.cc.com. The site for The Colbert Report supports the pro-
gram, which offers a parody of conservative political news pundits.

www.mediaresearch.org. The Media Research Center is devoted to expos-
ing liberal bias in the news.
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